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Message from the MSBA President

During this very long, cold, snow filled winter perhaps you can use the early evenings and
days to plan for lambing and spring projedt&rust each of you have plans to attend one or
more of the many sheep related programs available to members. Winter conferences are &
able here in Maine, across New England and nationllying January | was able to attend thg
national conference of the American Sheep Industry held in the heart of our fiber indus-
try Charleston, South Carolina. This event brought together 300 sheep specialists, sheep q
ducers and educators from across the country for four days, jam packed with meetings ang
dustry events.If you have considered attendindnighly encourage you to make plans for the
150th anniversary conference to be held in late Jan 2015 in Reno Nevada. The 2015 confé
will be held at the John Ascuaga's Nugget in Sparks, Nevada. John Ascuaga, the owner of
Ascuagads Nugget hot el and casino, is th
his way up from the bottom to build an entertainment empire but never forgot his roots. The
history of the Ascuage family can be reakitgt//www.livestockweekly.com/papers/97/09/18/
whlnugget.html More info on the resort is availabletdtp://www.janugget.com

2014 Conferenceummary and later this summer informatidor the 2015 conference can be
found at http://www.sheepusa.org

Please remember to send in your membership form and $20 to ensure you receive comm
tions and notices for our events in 2014. We also communicate to our members on the Ma
Sheep Breeders Facebook page and through our webwagdainesheepbreeders.coat
though neither of these social sites are as inclusive as the four issues of the "Producer" newsletter
sent to active members. | wish each of you the best with your spring lambing and please do

not hesitateto reach out to any of our directors with questions, concerns and suggestions on

how we can makeur Maine Sheep Breeders membershimore valuable tool for you.

Lisa Webster,
msbha@me.com8283410

i Correction from the Winter 2013 issue

| p. 6: Tom Settlemire was inducted into the MSBA Hall of Fame in 2007, not 2011. Not mentioned was that Tom wasithe re-
; cipient of the Flock Guardian award from the ASI in 1994, for his contributions to the US sheep industry.

Dear Sheep Breeders,
When | took over the editorship of our newsletter | was a little worried about how to get arti-
cles and whom to contact. | have been humbled by the willingness of members to share their
knowledge in the form of articles. A big Thank You to all contributors!
Please remembeif you want to reread an article from a previous newsletter issue, they are
posted on the MSBA website http://mainesheepbreeders.com/Producer.shtml
| encourage you to contact me with your ideas and articles for publication in this newsletter,
pictures of your farm or animals you like to share with other sheep breeders, as well as your
feedback, comments, and suggestions. Happy reading.

Dorothee Grimm, editor



https://3c.web.de/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livestockweekly.com%2Fpapers%2F97%2F09%2F18%2Fwhlnugget.html
https://3c.web.de/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livestockweekly.com%2Fpapers%2F97%2F09%2F18%2Fwhlnugget.html
https://3c.web.de/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.janugget.com
https://3c.web.de/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sheepusa.org
https://3c.web.de/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.Mainesheepbreeders.com
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Biosecurity - Risks of Disease Transmission: Safer Shearing

University of Maine Cooperative Extension
Sheep Foot Health Research & Education

General concepts:

The information provided in this fact sheet is common sense, and much of it you probably already know. But after readuing this
may develop a careful, systematic approach to avoiding the spread of disease. This will help promote your professiendl status
keep your clients happy.

You are going to handle every animal, and you have a great chance to see problems the owner may not have seen. M¥su can help
vent problems by first, asking the owner:

l.to sort out sheep with any o0lumpsdé so you can handl e t he
want to spread it. Try not to rupture the abscess. If you find an abscess while you are ssie@fgND DISINFECTyour
equipment and hands. If you can, put on clean coveralls before doing any more sheep. Advise owner to separate out all sheey
with abscesses, and consider laboratory diagnosis, treatment, vaccine against CL, and/or culling these.

2. handle and shear sheep from youngest to oldest, if possible. This way, you shear those most likely to be healthiesst. This
ens the chance of spreading disease.

3. do they want you to trim hooves? If so, trim after shearing. Advise the owner if you see hoof rot or hoof scald tomnark or so
out, and then treat, these animals. Disinfect hoof trimmers after trimming animals with foot rot/scald.

4. are you shearing rams? Be sure to check the scrotum and the prepuce for lumps, uneven size, fly strike, etc. Let tn owner kn
if you find a problem.

Time between farm visits:

If you can, try to schedule a day without any animal contact between farm visits. This allows any viruses or bacteghtthat mi
on your vehicle, equipment, clothing or self to die (because there are no sheep, their favorite hosts, to supportaheng.nf § t :

1. Cleanthevehiclel f you are quite busy and candét schedule a break
then be doubly careful about disinfection between flock visits. How? Start with the tires. After leaving a farm, or bexioe en
a new one, find a place with a hose and drain (like a gas station). Use a long handled scrub brush and soap up tie tires, the
rinse them well. Better yet, simply go through the car wash.

2. Clean clothes/coverallChange into a clean shirt, gloves and coveralls between farms. Put dirty clothes into a plastic sack, and
then launder separately from other clothing as soon as possible. Remember, though line drying is great, driers are much more
effective at killing ticks on clothing.

3. Clean bootsif your boots are washable, clean them with a disinfectant (mud and manure carry germs: be sure to remove then
from the soles!). If your boots are leather/fabric, at least brush them off and use a spray such as Lysol to disinfect.

4. Clean handsif you work barehanded, wash your hands well, and keep a hand sanitizer in your vehicle for use when there
arendt good hand washing facilities provided.

Who you bring:

Coworkers and children: make sure they do what you Igast. Yo
of working sheep, but be sure that they dondt act amsvect
every 2 months, as sheep can become infected with several kinds of tapeworms from grazing near dog fecal material that carrie
tapeworm eggs. Dogs can also become infected with tapeworms by eating uncooked sheep intestines/offal. Keep your dog under
your control, or at home.

Equipment:
Shearing equipment may carry ectoparasites, such as keds or lice, from sheep to sheep. In addition, the bacteriaGhatmasises
Lymphadenitis, or CL, can be spread bywoh si nf ect ed <cl i ppers and shears. land s v

best to disinfect between sheep.

Handling sheep:

Shearing is hard work, though an excellent shearer makes it look easy. The less trauma to the animal, the less clasece of dise
transmission. The quieter and more relaxed the animal, the easier your job will be, too.

continued on p. 3
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Safer Shearimgntinued from p. 2

After you shear:

Clean and disinfect your equipment as you put it away. Put coveralls into plastic bags or Tupperware type bins foratieaning |
Remember to wash the tires or whole vehicle after you leave the farm. It may be a good idea to stop by the carwashrhgtween fa

Selecting and Using Disinfectants:

1. Nicksonsheept amed i odine (0Betadineod) r | e
2. Bleeding hoovestuntamed iodine (7% iodine) or bloexlt op ( 0st y
der.
3. Deep cutsadvise owner to suture and to use antibiotics; you may clean wi
Betadine.
4. Boots/vehicledilute bleach solution (10 tablespoons bleach per gallon of w:
ter).
5. Clippers: Clippercide or similar bacteriocidal spray designed for clippers.
6. Clothing:r egul ar , HOT water washing an. gho
will kill viruses, bacteria and parasites. (This is also very effective against
and fleas in animal bedding).
7. OtherrNol vasanE (chlorhexidine) solu ffec
overdo the use of disinfectants when simple washing and drying will do. Di
per label directions. Research team (L to R):
Drs Anne Lichtenwalner, Tom Settlemire,
Fore more articles on biosecuriytpgd/tionaine.edu/sheep/biosecurity/ Charles Parker, Richard Brzozowski

2014 ASI Conventiord Roadmap Announced
A report from Richard Brzozowski, MSBA Treasurer

Three MSBA members attended the 2014 American Sheep Industry Convention in
Charleston, South Carolina in late January. MSBA President Lisa Webster, Brant
Miller and | participated along with a record breaking 200+ others from around the
country. This national sheep industry convention, like the others, was packed with
i mportant and interesting sessions. L |
of ASI 6s Board of Directors. She al so |
and the Lamb Council. Brant, being a member of the ASI Legislative Committee, at-
tended that session.

| presented a report on the webinar series on Marketing Lamb & Mutton to Ethnic Consumers that was a team effort with Maine
partnering with Ohio and Maryland. The fesession series was offered in November & December 2013. My report was presented
to the Letds Grow Committee and was well received. It w

| really enjoy attending these conventions as | always come home with ideas for sheep producers. The main themd d this year
convention was the unveiling of a Roadmap for the American Sheep Industry. ASI hired the Hale Group out of Boston tie work wi
a team of sheep industry leaders and representatives to develop this Roadmap. It was evident that the US sheep indastry is in
ble with decreasing consumption of American lamb and decreasing numbers of sheep nationally. As a sheep produceto you ought
become familiar with plan.

This link will provide background informatiornttp://www.sheepusa.org/Sheep Industry News Detail/newsID/5996
This link will provide more detailkttp://www.lambcheckoff.com/americalamb-industry-roadmapproject/

If the American Sheep Industry is to succeed and grow, it will take everyone involved on the industry to take an actioel rade.
a producer will be key to the future of sheep in America.



http://www.sheepusa.org/Sheep_Industry_News_Detail/newsID/5996
http://www.lambcheckoff.com/american-lamb-industry-roadmap-project/
http://www.sheepusa.org/user_files/file_1306.pdf
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Sheep Production in Iceland A Maine-Oriented Viewpoint

By Richard Brzozowski

Background:Last year, the University administration approved my request for a sabbatical leave from my regular job responsibili-
ties. 1 took 3 months of leave of Phase | of a sabbatical to gain skills and knowledge in sheep production with thef gatipeise o

ing ideas for Maine producers. The Maine

Sheep Breeders Association provided funds to offset some of my travel enpenses. | a

grateful for that support. The first days of my sabbatical leave involved attendidgyaSheep Breeders Round Table in Mgt
ham, England in early November. The remaining time in England was spent on sheep farms. Phase Il of my sabbatical leave is
planned for next winter (November thru January).

Why Iceland? &1 learned from a friend that

when flying to Europe, if traveling by Icelandair, you can layover in Iceland for up to 7

days without any additional cost to your ticket. Because Iceland has some similarities to Maine, | made arrangemardsdot lear

Twaestory sheep barn, holding over 400 sh

sheep production in Iceland. Over aldy period, | visited the agricultural university

in Hvanneyri, met with two sheep specialists, visited three commercial sheep opera-
tions and visited the Icelandic Farmers Association. Here is a short report of my ex-
perience.

JMost of I celandds population of 320, O0f
— country. Much of the interior of the island is covered with glaciers. However, some
;| of the inland region is suitable for pasture in the summer months.

Because the climate is similar in all parts of Iceland, raising sheep is followed under

—|one model. There is only one breed of sheep rdisedcelandic sheep breed. All

sheep are pastured from May through late October. The flocks are brought back to

|| the farm by mieNovember and shorn. Through the winter months, sheep are housed

& fwo-story barns with slatted floors through which all feces and urine drop. The
lower level of the barn is for this

waste. Winter forage is stored outside under cover or inside the barn. Sheep g
a high quality forage (hay or baled grass silage). From the places | visited, ewe

shared between pens and water is provided free choice via small automatic dri
bowls or nipples. There may be up to ten drinking stations per pen distributed
one side of the pen. It is there that jugs are set up for lambing. After shearing,
is placed with the pen of ewes. High quality forage is fed throughout the winter
months (November through May). The systems | saw fed large round bales.
bales were moved with a small articulated tractor and by grappling hook on a 3
by a specially designed cart. All ewes lamb in May and are shorn before retur
pasture. Because the ewes have been inside, this harvest of wool is not as of |
quality as the November shearing. Near the end of the grazing season (Septe
and October), all lambs are weaned from their moms. Live lambs are marketed/at .
about 90 pounds (40 kilos). Inside the bastatted floor.
Ewes are brought back to the barns for winter in late October and November depend-

ing on feed availability and weather.

Important points:

Inside the bamote tracks where small trollg
rolls to distribute forage.

e Day length is an advantage in Iceland during the summer months as there is
only a few hours of darkness each day. This amount of light influences grass
growth. The forage fields | saw were fairly flat and graded toward drainage
ditches. When | was there in November, the sun rose at about 10:00 in the
morning and set at about 4:00 pm.

e The Icelandic farmers and researchers have done extensive research on artificial
insemination. They use Al as an efficient way to improve the genetics of their
flocks by using selected rams and traits.

e The primary focus of the Icelandic sheep industry is meat quality.

e Because every sheep farmer is on the same schedule, all lambs are marketed
over a 16week window in the fall. Many of these lambs are exported to other

?Y  countries such as the US. FRYlceland imports lamb by ship to Portland,

Maine for sales through Whole Foods during this marketing window.

continued on p. 5
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Sheep Production in leelanthued from p. 4

e Iceland is applying to become a member of the European Union. However, with membership comes opening up their borders
imports of live animals. Because Iceland is an island nation and separated by hundreds of miles from most other nations, they
have very few diseases in their sheep, cattle or horses. Becoming a EU mzarstkar
could be very disruptive to the livestock and farmers of Iceland. I

e The quality of their stored forages for winter feed was very impressive. Bot
hays and silages that | saw (and smelled) were of high feed value. From w

saw, I dondét think t hey ndtnmuehdgraimis pro ons
duced on the island and grain is relatively expensive.

Other points:

e | was impressed with the cleanliness of the facilities, the consistency of the
(size and condition).

e Icelandic people prefer fish, lamb and horse meat for their protein sources.

o | |l earned about #fAl eaderodo sheep. rai

intelligence in leading the rest of the flock out of danger and to better grazing, : ' irNona
These leader sheep have been traditionally prized by Icelandic shepherds. feelandic hay fields i mber.

Go to this link to learn more about Icelandic lahttp://www.icelandlamb.is/icelanihmb/

Richard Brzozowski
Small Ruminant Specialist
University of Maine Cooperative Extension

BARTLETTYARNS, INC.

Bartlettyarns History- Sitting along the Higgins Stream in Harmony, ME is a vintage mill building that holds the last remaining
working spinning mule in the United States. Started in 1821, Bartlettyarns, Inc. was founded by Ozias Bartlett and tmtdinues
with the Rice family. The original spinnery was first powered by an undershot water wheel and then converted to el€ctratity.
-grandson Harry Bartlett took over management of the mill at age 16 in 1902 and operated the mill until 1947 when treesfirst ow
outside of the Bartlett family took it over.

Bartlettyarns has many custom processing options, including the outright purchase of wool, traditional custom wool processing
specialty custom wool processing and even exchange. We also process llama, alpaca, angora and other exotic fibers.

We cordially invite the Maine Sheep Breeders Associatiaigiv Bartlettyarns on Saturday, March 22, 2014 at 10:30 am
for a complete tour of this historic Maine business. Should you wish to bring fiber to our mill on this day it can bel aftent)e
tour. We are located at 20 Water St in Harmony, ME.


http://www.icelandlamb.is/iceland-lamb/

