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Sheep breeding in the United States has a long and progressive tradition of breed 
development and genetic improvement. Seed stock producers breed some of the 
finest, most genetically superior sheep available. There are 47 breeds and types of 
sheep in the U.S. with several breeds having originated in this country. 

U.S. sheep breeds provide a diverse range of performance for growth, carcass 
merit, reproduction, milk and wool characteristics. This genetic variability can be 
used to optimize production under varying climatic conditions. 

There are six different types of breeds in the U.S. They are: meat breeds, fine wool 
breeds, long wool breeds, dual purpose breeds, hair and double-coated breeds and 
minor breeds. 
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Meat breeds  

Cheviot

The Cheviot originated in the hill country that borders Scotland and England and 
was imported into the U.S. in 1838. The Cheviot is small-sized with a white face 
and bare head and legs. They are moderately prolific, easy lambers, good milkers, 
posses excellent lamb vigor and produce a desirable carcass at light weights. They 
are highly adaptable to a variety of climates, thrive on poor forage conditions and 
produ

Dorset (both polled and horned)

Originating in Southern England, the Dorset Horn was imported into the U.S. in 
1885. In 1948, a dominant gene for polledness occurred resulting in Polled Dorsets 
which are now popular in the farm flock states. Dorsets are medium-sized, white-
faced, produce medium-wool fleeces free of black fibers and have wool extending 
down the legs. Dorsets are noted for their out of seasonal breeding characteristics 
and are commonly used in crossbreeding to produce females for out-of-season 
breeding. Ewes are prolific, heavy milkers, long lived and produce hardy lambs with 
mod

Hampshires

Hampshires were developed in the Hampshire country of Southern England. The 
Old Hampshire, Berkshire Knot and Wiltshire Horn, with the introduction of 
Southdown and Cotswold, formed the genetic background of the Hampshire breed. 
The breed is widely used in the U.S. as a source of terminal sires for commercial 
lamb production. They are a large, moderately prolific breed with wool caps, black 
faces and medium-wool fleeces. They also have very good milking ability, growth 
and carcass cutability. 

North Country Cheviots

Originating in Northern Scotland, North Country Cheviots were first imported into 
North America in 1944. The North Country Cheviot is a large, resourceful hill sheep 
adapted to rough terrain and adverse conditions of northern hill country climates. 
They are polled, medium- to large-sized with a white face and bare head and legs 
and produce medium-wool fleece with good staple length. Ewes are good milkers, 
easy lambers and are fairly prolific. Their medium-grade fleeces are free from hair 
and kemp and are largely used in the Scottish tweed trade
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Montadale

The Montadale was developed in the U.S. from Cheviot x Columbia crosses and is 
used primarily in the farm flock states. The breed is medium-sized with a white 
wool covering, bare head and legs, black hooves and nostrils. They are a prolific 
breed with good maternal instincts, milking ability and produce lambs with lean 
carcasses. Montadales produce medium wool with good staple length. 

Oxford

The Oxford originated in England from Hampshire x Cotswold crosses and was 
imported into the U.S. in 1846. The Oxford is medium to large-sized with a dark 
brown face and wool on the legs. It is used primarily as a terminal sire breed in the 
farm flock states. The breed is fairly prolific, possesses good mothering ability and 
produces desirable carcasses and medium-grade wool.

Shorpshire  

The Shropshire originated in England from native sheep and Southdown, Leicester 
and Cotswold crosses and was imported into the U.S. in 1855. Shropshires are 
medium to large with a dark face and wool extending down the legs. They are 
commonly located in farm flocks with emphasis on meat production. They are 
prolific, possess good milking and mothering abilities and are used as terminal sires 
in market lamb production. The lambs are hardy, fast-growing and produce lean, 
well-muscled carcasses. Shropshires produce medium-grade wool. 

Suffolk   

The Suffolk originated in England from Southdown x Norfolk crosses and was 
imported into the U.S. in 1888. This is the largest-sized breed in the U.S. which, 3
along with rapid growth rate, makes it well adapted as a sire breed for production 
of crossbred slaughter lambs. The Suffolk has a bare and black head and legs, is 
prolific and a good milker, produces a medium-grade fleece and is raised under a 
range of climatic conditions. Suffolk lambs grow rapidly and produce high cutability 
carcasses. 

Texel

The Texel have been bred in the Netherlands for over 160 years and were first 
available to U.S. sheep producers in 1990. Texels are hardy, adaptable, medium-
sized sheep selected under forage conditions for high muscle-bone and lean-fat 
ratios. They have a white face with no wool on the head and legs and produce a 
medium-wool fleece. The breed is considered to have extreme muscling and 
produce high cutability carcasses.
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Tunis

The Tunis originated from Tunisia in North Africa and was imported into the U.S. in 
1799. The breed was popular in the South until almost eliminated during the Civil 
War. The Tunis is medium-sized with a red or tan face and legs, pendulous ears, no 
wool on the head and legs, polled and a medium-sized fat tail. They are fairly 
prolific, good milkers and mothers and produce a medium-wool fleece. 

Southdown

The Southdown, one of the oldest sheep breeds, originated in England and was 
imported into the U.S. in 1803. The Southdown is small to medium-sized with a 
light brown face and wool extending down the legs. The breed is very docile and 
ideally suited for intensive management. They are early maturing, adaptable to 
diverse climate conditions, produce muscular, light-weight carcasses and possess 
excellent longevity. The Southdown is also prolific with good milking ability and 
lamb survival. They produce a medium-wool fleece. 

Fine wool breeds

American Cormo

The American Cormo originated in Tasmania, Australia from 1/4 Lincoln x 1/4 
Australian Merino x 1/2 Superfine Saxon Merino and was introduced into the U.S. in 
1976. They have open faces and are a hardy breed adaptable to harsh climatic 
conditions. They produce a white, long stapled, high yielding fine-wool fleece with a 
high degree of fiber uniformity. 

Booroola Merino 

The Booroola Merino was developed in Australia from a single commercial Merino 
Flock selected for reproduction. A single major allele (called FecB) was identified in 
this flock that has a major influence on prolificacy. In Australia, and New Zealand, 
the homozygous state (FecBB) results in ovulation rates of five or more, with a 
heterozygote (FecB+) producing ovulation rates of three or four. The breed has 
been imported to the U.S. and has been tested widely at U.S. Agricultural Research 
Stations. The breed is small-sized and slow-growing with a white face and wool 
extension down the legs. They produce a dense, fine-wool fleece. 

Debouillet

The Debouillet was developed in New Mexico in 1920 from Delaine Merino x 
Rambouillet crosses. Well adapted for southwest range sheep production, the 
Debouillet is medium-sized, white-faced with wool on the legs, hardy and can lamb 
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 Sennybridge Welsh Mountain

FLEECE Nice spring and slight luster. Very little or no kemp. Low in grease. Colors 
solid white, solid black, solid tan/brown and dilute.

Shetland

Originated over a thousand years ago, the Shetland breed is of Northern European 
Short-Tail descent. Shetlands are a primitive breed noted for their natural 
hardiness, lambing ease, longevity and ability to survive under harsh conditions. 
They are one of the smallest breeds with naturally short tails. Shetlands are 
primarily known for their production of colorful wool upon which the Shetland 
woolen industry is based.

 Wiltshire Horn

The Wiltshire Horn originated in southern England where it has been raised for 
several centuries. Sometimes mistakenly classified as a hair sheep, it is a wool 
breed that sheds its wool. Both sexes are horned. The breed has good meat 
conformation and good growth rate.
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